The study of political economy emphasizes the role of capital in politics and policy making. Urban political economy focuses specifically on the relationship between the "local state" (urban and suburban governments) and capital, especially financial and real estate, both local and global. However, this relationship does not exist in a local vacuum; the behavior of cities, states, and other nations as well as the actions of national and international capital have profound impacts on this relationship.
In the 19th and 20th centuries, cities could emerge as manufacturing centers by outcompeting other locales within their region or nation. In the 21st century economy, manufacturing has become very mobile and the competition to attract it has become far more intense. Competition between the global North and South or between nation-states is arguably less intense these days than competition between cities across the globe. The leaders of many cities have recognized, sometimes quite belatedly, that they must find a new role in the international division of labor. The grand theme of this course is how cities, their leaders --political, economic and, increasingly, cultural --and their inhabitants cope with the new terrain that is a global economy not a national economy. POSC 266 and 366 share a core reading list but there will be additional readings for the upper division course as well as more demanding requirements. POSC 266 is designed for sophomores and those who do not want to embark on a self-directed research project; the majority of the grade will be based on midterm and end of term take-home exams (40% each and 20% for participation and assignments). The emphasis of the POSC 266 syllabus is cities in the United States. POSC 366 should be taken by junior or senior Political Science majors seeking to fulfill the 300-level asterisk requirement of the major, by POEC concentrators for the capstone requirement, or by students ready and willing to meet the additional requirements listed on the syllabus as well as a research paper of about 25 pages (50% for final paper, 20% for participation and 30% for assignments). The POSC 366 curriculum is designed to raise comparative questions about global cities and the export of development models from innovative cities across the globe (adding a dynamism to the static idea of a fixed center and periphery).
Format: Being able to articulate ideas, respond to questions, and listen effectively to the criticisms of others are important life skills. My teaching philosophy stresses the value of proffering ideas and subjecting those ideas to examination. I seek to stimulate discussion and disagreement but never combat. Coming to class with a list of ideas from our readings that you feel merit discussion --because they are significant, because they are incorrect or overdrawn, because they reshaped the way you think about something else, because they redound back to earlier discussions or an earlier text and because you want to nominate them as agenda items for our discussion --is my expectation of your class participation. Written submission will not be a requirement unless class discussion falters; if you are having trouble participating, try sending me a paragraph or two with your ideas. Considering that class participation is a non-negligible 20% of the grade, students should be sure that they can meet these requirements. Any form of academic dishonesty is ground for failure in the course. Students requiring academic accommodations should notify the instructor in writing. Not all cities "hit bottom" in the same time period, some encounter economic disinvestment and decay later than others because they have more diversified economies, better infrastructure, differing demographic pressures, or politicians with more allies, skill, or luck. But when they do hit bottom, do you see any similarities in coalitions and strategies that are prescriptions for renaissance?
WEEK ONE
For Friday: • C. V. Bagli, "As Stadiums Rise, So Do Costs to Taxpayers," New York Times 11/5/08.
• M. Chass, "Baseball; New Parks Lose Magic Quickly," New York Times 5/07/02.
• J. Walters, "After the Festival is Over," Governing (August 1990): 27-34.
366 Assignment: · E. Strom, "Converting Pork into Porcelain," Urban Affairs Review (Sept. 2002) . Submit prior to the start of class, a typed summary of the argument of this article, the evidence used, and, most crucially, the relevance for understanding the evolution of ubiquitous urban economic development strategies. Two pages, double spaced, maximum. All quotes and paraphrases should be accompanied by a page citation. Anticipate printer problems; don't be victimized by them. Who are the tourist class? What might be their connection to suburbia, from the perspective of an urban mayor? Why might one argue that tourism is a "win-win solution set?" What arguments could be made to claim that tourism produces distributed benefits?
What is revanchism and what is the moral argument about reclamation?
366:
• Fainstein and Stokes, "Spaces for Play: The Impacts of Entertainment Development on New York City." Economic Development Quarterly 12:2 (May 1998).
• "An Island in your own city: Life in gated communities in Barra da Tijuca." RioOnWatch (6/28/16).
Assignment 366:
Drawing on the articles for today (and any others from this week), choose one of the following two prompts and respond in 3-4 double spaced pages submitted by email prior to class. Don't forget to put your name on the document. Formal rules of citation.
1. Think about tourism as an economic product, and as a research topic to investigate a place that you know and want to know far more deeply. What is being sold, who are the consumers, who are the beneficiaries of the policy, how is this a political process, not just an economic policy? How are land use policies related to tourism promotion? How is local or national identity related to tourism sites with which you are familiar?
2. What is the relationship between tourism spaces and gated communities? Think about politics, land use, consumption, re-imaging of place, what constitutes the environment for entertainment, and the psychology of security in a world of growing inequality, diversity, violence, and terror.
Week Four 266: For this next section of the course, you should be thinking like a comparativist. Of course the context of each country is different, there are local histories and cultures that are unique. But do global forces, like capitalism or neoliberal regimes or international financial institutions, shape cities across the globe towards some convergence, towards far more similarities than once existed, towards discernible patterns? Or do the differences remain so crucial that they produce a wide range of outcomes that are only invisible to those blinded by macro terms like globalization? Be prepared to discuss multiple similarities between the portrayal of neoliberalism in today's articles and the theory and praxis of growth machine development.
